List of causes of death by rate 


Main article: Cause of death 

The following is a list of the causes of human deaths 

worldwide for the year 2002, arranged by their associ- 
ated mortality rates. There were 57,029,000 deaths tab- 
ulated for that year. Some causes listed include deaths 
also included in more specific subordinate causes (as indi- 
cated by the “Group” column), and some causes are omit- 
ted, so the percentages do not sum to 100. According to 
the World Health Organization, about 58 million people 
died in 2005. [1] The WHO classifies cause of death using 
the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and 
Related Health Problems (ICD). 


1 By frequency 

The table below uses data from 2002 and is out of date. 
Data are now available for 2010. [2] 

Note : Tinted backgrounds indicate items that also ap- 
pear in subsequent table. Percentage figures add to 
more than 100% because some deaths appear in both 
broadly -defined and narrowly defined categories; for ex- 
ample, Cardiovascular Deaths includes deaths from both 
Ischaemic Heart Disease and Stroke. 


3 Developed vs. developing 
economies 

Top causes of death, according to the World Health Or- 
ganization report for the calendar year 2001: [11] 

3.1 United States 

Further information: List of preventable causes of death 
§ Leading causes in the United States 

3.2 By age group 


Leading causes of death in the United States 



Leading causes of death in the United States by age group. 
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2 Malnutrition 


Malnutrition can be identified as an underlying cause 
for shortened life. [5] 70% of childhood deaths (age 0- 
4) are reportedly due to diarrheal illness, acute respira- 
tory infection, malaria and immunizable disease. How- 
ever, of these childhood deaths, 56% can be attributed 
to the effects of malnutrition as an underlying cause. [6] 
The effects of malnutrition include increased susceptibil- 
ity to infection, [7] musculature wasting, skeletal deformi- 
ties and neurologic development delays. [8] According to 
the World Health Organization, malnutrition is named as 
the biggest contributor to child mortality 191 with 36 mil- 
lion deaths in 2005 related to malnutrition. [10] 


Leading causes of death in the United States 



— ♦— Major cardlovasular diseases 
—m— Malignant neoplasms 

Chronic lower resperitoiy disease 
DiaBetes meilitus 
— Influenza and pneumonia 
— Alzhetmers 
— > — Motor vehicle accidents 
— Renal failure 
Septicemia 
Firearms 


Leading causes of death in the United States, as percentage of 
deaths in each age group . 1 ' 21 Perinatal mortality (<lyrs of age) 
seldom falls in any of these causes. 
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Deaths by age group 

as Incidence compared lo age group of highest rate 
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Death by age group as rate compared to the age group with high- 
est rate. [12] 
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3.3 By occupation 

With an average of 123.6 deaths per 100,000 from 
2003 through 2010 the most dangerous occupation in the 
United States is the tower industry. [13] 


[4] Group is a value showing the relationship of groups of 
causes; for instance, statistics for “A” (cardiovascular dis- 
eases) include those for “A.l” (ischemic heart disease), 
“A. 2” (cerebrovascular disease), and so on. If no value is 
shown for a cause, there are no other causes grouped with 
that cause. 


Number and rate of fatal occupational injuries, by industry sector, 2013 
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Number and rate of fatal occupational injuries, by industry sec- 
tor, 2006 in the United States. 1 141 


Occupations with high fatal work injury rates, 2011* 
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4 See also 

• List of countries by death rate 

• List of preventable causes of death 
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